Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission
4th Quarter Meeting
November 18, 2021 ● 2:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
DRAFT AGENDA (revised 11-18-21)

2:00 p.m.

Welcome & Introductions

Senjem

2:05 p.m.

Approve Today’s Agenda & Minutes from 8/19/21

Senjem/All

2:10 p.m.

Commission Business
- Budget Report
- Regional Meetings/Elections
- MN-MRPC Statute Review

Handout/Lewis/Miller
Miller
Senjem/All

2:30 p.m.

National MRPC
- MRPC Board & National Meetings
- MRPC Stakeholder Report
- Committee Updates
 Communications & Marketing
 Culture & Heritage
 Environment, Recreation & Agriculture
 Transportation

Lewis
Lewis
Havelka/Miller
Anfinson/Kelliher
Karnowski
Wilcox

3:00 p.m.

New Great River Road Interpretive Center
Christianson
- Itasca County Historical Society River Room Grand Opening

3:10 p.m.

Commission Projects
- Interpretive Panel Condition Review
- Ambassador Program
- Improving Access and Welcoming Environment along
the Mississippi River

3:40 p.m.

Zoff/Wilcox/Flom
Miller/Zoff/Wilcox
Miller

Partner Projects/Letters of Support
- EDA Grants (Travel, Tourism & Outdoor Recreation)
- Transportation Alternative Projects

Miller
Zoff

4:00 p.m.

Mississippi River Trail (MRT) Update

Kate Matusinec, MnDOT

4:10 p.m.

Commission Member Updates
- Refer to Written Updates in Packet
- Brief Highlights or Action Requests

All
All

4:25 p.m.

Other Business

4:30 p.m.

Wrap Up and Adjourn
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Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission
3rd Quarter Meeting – August 19, 2021
Zoom Virtual Meeting
MINUTES – Draft

Carol Zoff – Transportation
Diane Henry Wangensteen – LCC
Sandy Most - LCC
Chris Miller – MN-MRPC Staff

Commissioners Present
Karl Samp – Brainerd to Elk River
John Anfinson – Elk River to Hastings
Sen. David Senjem
Sen. Patricia Torres Ray
Rep. Kristin Robbins
Paul Hugunin – Agriculture Appointee
David Kelliher – Historical Society Appointee
Marni Karnowski – Transportation Appointee
Lisa Havelka – Tourism Appointee
Anne Lewis – At Large Member

Members Absent
Sally Fineday – Lake Itasca to Grand Rapids
Megan Christianson – Grand Rapids to Brainerd
Jennifer Weaver – Hastings to Iowa Border
Rep. Emma Greenman
Grant Wilson – Natural Resources Appointee
Craig Hansen – National Park Service
Tim Wilcox – Transportation Technical Advisor

Technical Advisors/Staff Present
Gina Bonsignore – Natural Resources

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair Senjem. Roll call was taken with the members listed above present.
There was a quorum.
Approve Minutes from 5/27/21 Meeting: Motion by Karl Samp and seconded by Anne Lewis to approve the minutes
from the May 27, 2021 meeting as presented. Motion carried.
Budget Report: Treasurer Anne Lewis referenced the report in the meeting packet, which provided an overview of the
new budget for Fiscal Year 2022. The budget does reflect some in person meetings and travel and will be adjusted as
needed based on actual conditions during the year. Discussion followed. Motion by Sen. Torres Ray and seconded by
John Anfinson to approve the report as presented. Motion carried.
Regional Meetings/Elections: Chris Miller reported that three regional meetings are due to be held before the end of
2021, including elections of Regional Commissioners. The regions are Lake Itasca to Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids to
Brainerd and Brainerd to Elk River. Feedback was requested on the plan to hold these meetings in a virtual format as
done in 2020. This approach offers reduced travel time and increased opportunity for partners from throughout the
regions to attend. Consensus was to proceed with virtual regional meetings as proposed. Sen. Torres Ray recommended
increasing efforts to recruit applicants that reflect the diversity of the state.
MRPC Board & National Meetings: Pilot Anne Lewis announced that the 2021 National MRPC Annual Meeting will be
on October 5 and will be virtual with a focus on technical committee work sessions. The implications and responsibilities
of the recent All-American Road designation will help guide committee work. The Pilot attended a celebration in Prescott,
Wisconsin at the invitation of the Wisconsin MRPC as part of their celebration of the All-American Road designation.
Events were held in all eight Wisconsin Great River Road counties. Five-year funding for the National Scenic Byways
Program did not make it into the Senate recovery bill but is still in the House version. The Itasca County Historical Society
will soon be receiving their official notification from the National Office of their new designation as a National Great River
Road Interpretive Center.
Drive the Great River Road Month: Chris Miller reported on plans for annual Drive the Great River Road Month
(September). The theme will be continued celebration of the All-American Road designation and will use this to
encourage Great River Road travel and raise awareness. Information will be sent to the MN-MRPC’s media list and
marketing/distribution partners along the Great River Road; there will be a fall online article in River Travel Magazine, the
new All-American Favorites page will be available on the Minnesota Great River Road website; Facebook posts will
highlight the celebration throughout the month and promote the National Great River Road sweepstakes; and a
proclamation has been requested from the Governor’s Office. MN-MRPC members were asked to help spread the word –
information will be provided by the end of August. A suggestion was made to consider a Farmers Market/Harvest theme
for the 2022 promotion.
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MRPC Marketing Committee: Lisa Havelka reported that the committee has been prioritizing new projects and
approaches based on the All-American Road designation. Plans to develop a series of themed itineraries are beginning to
emerge, along with alignment of efforts with State Tourism Offices to tell the stories and leverage resources.
MRPC Culture & Heritage Committee: John Anfinson shared information on the committee’s efforts to define
expectations for Interpretive Centers and provide outreach and support to them. Future nominations will likely be held to
a higher standard in keeping with the All-American Road designation.
MRPC Environment, Recreation & Agriculture Committee: Anne Lewis noted that the Committee Chair has been
working with partner organizations looking into options for a pollinator habitat project. Marni Karnowski looks forward to
the next committee meeting and welcomes the opportunity to be involved. Gina Bonsignore offered assistance if
pollinator projects proceed.
MRPC Transportation Committee: No committee report at this time.
Plan Your Trip Interactive Map Updates: Carol Zoff introduced Jack Flom, MnDOT student worker, who provided
details on Plan Your Trip. Jack reviewed the updates that have been made to the traveler resources database.
Unnecessary data has been removed from each listing to facilitate future maintenance, contact information and links are
being checked, the newest Interpretive Center (Itasca County Historical Society) has been added, and cultural sites have
been added. The Minnesota Grown sites in the map have been updated to reflect the most current membership list from
the MN Department of Agriculture. Discussion followed. Marni Karnowski asked about how the data will be
maintained/updated over time. The answer varies by type of data. Minnesota Grown listings will be updated annually
when their member data is updated and provided to MnDOT. An app interface form is being developed to collect
updates/edits from individual sites. The form will be used with state agency partners and the Ambassador Program to
help keep data current. Many of the sites are DNR locations. Gina Bonsignore suggested including Plan Your Trip on the
agenda when groups of related DNR staff are meeting and offered to help develop strategies for the list of DNR sites
included in Plan Your Trip. Karl Samp suggested creating postcards or business card-stye handouts that our partners
could use to lead people to the website and Plan Your Trip online tool. The style could be similar that of the cards used
during the Corridor Management Plan process. This suggestion will be considered during the year if the budget allows.
MN GRR Website: Chris Miller reported on and demonstrated new pages (All-American Road and Ambassador Program)
and overall edits on the Minnesota Great River Road website. The All-American Favorites page, still in draft form, was also
reviewed and discussed. The page will contain content submitted by MN-MRPC members, partners and the public and is
intended to showcase personal favorites along the route all of which make the Great River Road an All-American Road.
There was discussion on the launch timing and process. Consensus was to launch the favorites page prior to Drive the
Great River Road Month and feature it during the month. Thanks were noted to Jennifer Weaver and John Anfinson for
providing the initial sample content for the favorites page, and to the website project team of Lisa Havelka, Megan
Christianson, and Carol Zoff.
Ambassador Program: A new landing page of information about the program is now available on the MN Great River
Road website. A resource section will be added so ambassadors can access information on various topics as needed. The
program will be rolling out this fall beginning with Interpretive Centers. Thanks were noted to Jennifer Weaver for her
help reviewing the content and providing program suggestions. An orientation presentation for Centers will include an
overview of the Minnesota and National Great River Road; information on free promotional tools available; gathering of
feedback and details on things happening at local sites to use for improved promotion; and completion of the Annual
Interpretive Center Checklist provided by the National MRPC. After Interpretive Center outreach is completed, the
feedback will be reviewed, and orientation content modified. Then Community Tourism Offices will be engaged. Sessions
will also be planned for MN-MRPC members later in the year. There was discussion about the landing webpage and a
recommendation made to remove some of the sections to clarify who the program is for, especially in the early rollout
phase. Minnesota Grown members were suggested as a future audience for the program – members could be recruited to
participate and would be a local expert for the Great River Road. Signage and business cards could be used to guide
customers to Plan Your Trip; etc. A suggestion was made to record the orientation sessions for use as the program
expands, possibly with a live Q & A session available.
Improving Access and Welcoming Environment along the Mississippi River: A presentation introducing the MNMRPC and Great River Road was made to the Minnesota Council on Latino Affairs in June. Feedback and suggestions
were received. The next step is the survey of MN-MRPC member agencies to gather information on their outreach and
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engagement initiatives, followed by another meeting of the work group to begin developing recommendations for the
Commission. David Kelliher suggested that questions be emailed out to agency representatives first, followed up with
phone conversations as appropriate. It was also suggested that the MN-MRPC/LCC reach back out to the ethnic councils
who have not yet scheduled a presentation. As applications are sought for Regional Commissioner positions this fall,
details and invitations will be sent to all ethnic councils with a request to share the information and encourage
applications.
Interpretive Panel Condition Review: Carol Zoff and Jack Flom reported about a new map developed to show the
locations of all MN Great River Road Interpretive Panels currently in existence. This includes the seven Mississippi River
Trail kiosks installed as part of the Corridor Management Plan (CMP) project. The CMP includes a strategy to
evaluate/replace existing interpretive panels and finish/install the panels remaining in the Interpretive Plan. This would
result in panels placed in all MN Great River Road counties. A condition analysis of the existing panels is being completed
which will lead to an estimate of cost for necessary updates, repairs, and replacements. This would be in preparation for
any potential funding opportunities – for either repair/replacement or new installations. The CMP also included a
recommendation to improve and expand the telling of Native American stories along the Great River Road. Review of
existing story content and development of new content could also be included in a future project funding application.
EDA Travel, Tourism & Outdoor Recreation Grants: Anne Lewis provided an overview of current grant opportunities
through the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration. Handouts in the packet were
referenced. There are two categories – Competitive Grants and State Grants. Details are being determined on how a
potential State Grant would be handled in Minnesota and whether funds would be sub-granted within the state. Lisa
Havelka noted that although the funding does address travel and tourism, the Department of Employment and Economic
Development might be best positioned to handle the program. Explore Minnesota does not manage grants for brick-andmortar projects (which seem to have significant mention in this program) but could be involved with tourism marketing. It
was also advised to contact the EDA office in Chicago for program details and opinions/guidance on possible projects.
After additional discussion, John Anfinson suggested an ad hoc committee to meet soon and evaluate both categories of
the grant program and possible projects. Potential committee members included Anfinson, Karnowski, Havelka, Zoff,
Wilcox, Senjem, Lewis, Samp, Kelliher. Staff will reach out to schedule a meeting within the next two weeks and results
will be shared with Commission members.
St. Anthony Falls Cutoff Wall: John Anfinson noted the recent Minneapolis Star Tribune article that gave an overview
of the St. Anthony Falls Cutoff Wall history and status. He provided information for the story. He also reported on his
conversations with elected officials’ staff regarding determining ownership of the wall and responsibility for maintenance.
The Corps of Engineers will be convening a group of stakeholders soon to discuss the wall. Updates will be shared with
the MN-MRPC as available, and Anfinson as Metro Regional Commissioner will continue to monitor developments.
Commission Member Updates: Written updates from the DNR and Minnesota Historical Society were included in the
meeting packet. Karl Samp provided a report from the Brainerd to Elk River Region – the Brainerd Mississippi Riverfront
Trailhead Park Project had $2.8 million in funding approved by the Legislative Citizen Commission on Minnesota
Resources (LCCMR). Another $1 million is needed to complete the project. Thanks were expressed to all who have
supported this project. The Mississippi Headwaters Board’s river signage/resourcetainment plans continue to take shape,
and successful local river paddling events have been held in several communities. Crow Wing State Park has requested
MN Great River Road Maps. The Cuyuna Mountain Bike Trail expansion continues along with related business growth in
the area. An American Queen/Shore Excursions trip to Itasca State Park will be coming up soon, with Samp serving as a
step on guide.
Other Business and Discussion: Sen. Senjem suggested sharing the MN-MRPC’s 2020-21 Annual Report with related
House and Senate Committees, with a cover letter from MN-MRPC legislative members. Sen. Torres Ray and Rep.
Robbins agreed. Sen. Senjem also asked the group to consider other possible recipients for the report, as an opportunity
to share information about the work of the Commission.
Next Meeting: November 18, 2:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
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MN-MRPC FY22 Budget Report
Activity/Item

Estimate

Quarterly Meetings
Commission Members - other meetings travel & per diem
MRPC Dues
National Meetings
Ambassador Program
Communications including website hosting, phone, Zoom, Constant Contact, etc.
Website Edits and Updates

11-9-21

11/8/2021 Pending

Remaining

Shipping
General Material Printing & Supplies

$4,500.00
$1,000.00
$15,000.00
$5,500.00
$5,000.00
$2,000.00
$2,500.00
$500.00
$600.00

Admin Contract

$26,400.00

$6,600.00

$2,200.00

$4,445.00
$905.80
$15,000.00
$5,500.00
$5,000.00
$1,717.03
$2,175.00
$254.43
$600.00
$17,600.00

Staff Hours for CMP Implementation Activities with Partners & Stakeholders including
letters of support/comment, regional mtgs and elections, ambassador program mgmt, work
groups

$15,000.00

$4,895.00

$1,155.00

$8,950.00

40%

Total Operating Budget

$78,000.00

$12,429.94

$3,422.80

$62,147.26

20%

Notes:
No travel estimated for Executive Committee or Regional Meetings/Elections - virtual meetings
Remainder of map storage/shipping agreement will be covered by LCC carry forward funds (approx. $6,800)
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$55.00
$94.20

% Spent

$259.17
$325.00
$201.57

$23.80
$44.00

1%
9%
0%
0%
0%
14%
13%
49%
0%
33%
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MINNESOTA STATUTES 2021

161.1419

161.1419 MISSISSIPPI RIVER PARKWAY COMMISSION.
Subdivision 1. Policy. It is declared to be the policy of the state and to be in the best public interest for
the promotion of public safety, recreation, travel, trade, and the general welfare of the people to cooperate
with the federal government and with the interstate Mississippi River Parkway Planning Commission. To
carry out such policy and to aid in the promotion and securement of a scenic parkway and highway for the
state of Minnesota and to aid in securing the location of federal parks within Minnesota a Mississippi River
Parkway Commission is created. Such commission shall also work toward the planning, construction,
maintenance, and improvement of the Great River Road or Mississippi River Parkway which is to follow
generally the course of the Mississippi River and extend from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico.
Subd. 2. Members. (a) The commission shall be composed of 15 members of whom:
(1) one shall be appointed by the commissioner of transportation;
(2) one shall be appointed by the commissioner of natural resources;
(3) one shall be appointed by the director of Explore Minnesota Tourism;
(4) one shall be appointed by the commissioner of agriculture;
(5) one shall be appointed by the director of the Minnesota Historical Society;
(6) two shall be members of the senate to be appointed by the Committee on Committees;
(7) two shall be members of the house of representatives to be appointed by the speaker;
(8) one shall be the secretary appointed pursuant to subdivision 3; and
(9) five shall be citizen members appointed by five citizen committees established by the members
appointed under clauses (1) to (8), with each citizen committee established within and representing each of
the following geographic segments along the Mississippi River:
(i) Lake Itasca to but not including the city of Grand Rapids;
(ii) Grand Rapids to but not including the city of Brainerd;
(iii) Brainerd to but not including the city of Elk River;
(iv) Elk River to but not including the city of Hastings; and
(v) Hastings to the Iowa border.
Each citizen committee member shall be a resident of the geographic segment that the committee and member
represents.
(b) The members of the commission shall serve for a term expiring at the close of each regular session
of the legislature and until their successors are appointed. Successor members shall be appointed by the
same appointing authorities. Members may be reappointed. Any vacancy shall be filled by the appointing
authority. The commissioner of transportation, the commissioner of natural resources, and the director of
the Minnesota Historical Society shall be ex officio members, and shall be in addition to the 15 members
heretofore provided for. Immediately upon making the appointments to the commission the appointing
authorities shall so notify the Mississippi River Parkway Commission, hereinafter called the National
Commission, giving the names and addresses of the members so appointed.

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota
Revisor of Statutes

6

161.1419
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Subd. 3. Chair, vice-chair, and secretary. The commission may hold meetings and hearings at such
time and places as it may designate to accomplish the purposes set forth in this section. It shall select a chair,
a vice-chair, and such other officers from its membership as it deems necessary. The commission shall
appoint a secretary who shall also serve as a commission member.
Subd. 3a. Gifts, grants, and endowments. The commission may accept gifts of money, property, or
services; may apply for and accept grants from the United States, the state, a subdivision of the state, or a
person for any of its purposes; may enter into an agreement required in connection with it; and may hold,
use, and dispose of the money, property, or services in accordance with the terms of the gift, grant, or
agreement relating to it. The commission may also make grants, gifts, and bequests of money, property, or
services and enter into contracts to carry out the same. The gift acceptance procedures of sections 16A.013
to 16A.016 do not apply to this section.
Subd. 4. Compensation, supplies, staff. Compensation of legislative members of the commission is as
provided in section 3.101. Compensation of the remaining members is as provided in section 15.0575. The
commission may purchase supplies, employ part-time or full-time employees, and do all things reasonably
necessary and convenient in carrying out the purposes of this section.
Subd. 5. Staff from other agencies. The commissioner of transportation shall designate one employee
of the Department of Transportation who is an engineer or who has engineering experience and the
commissioner of natural resources shall appoint one staff member who shall advise with and assist the
commission in carrying out its functions and duties.
Subd. 6. National Commission. The commission shall be an affiliate of the National Commission and
as a member of the National Commission may pay an annual fee for its equal share of the planning program
of the National Commission.
Subd. 7. Program review. The commission may review the programs of the various interstate compacts,
studies, planning groups and commissions involved in water and land use activities along the Mississippi
River in Minnesota.
Subd. 8. MS 2018 [Repealed, 1Sp2019 c 3 art 3 s 140]
History: 1963 c 875 s 1; 1969 c 1129 art 3 s 1; 1971 c 653 s 1-5; 1973 c 35 s 34; 1976 c 166 s 7; 1983
c 260 s 44; 1985 c 285 s 9; 1986 c 444; 1987 c 312 art 1 s 26 subd 2; 1987 c 384 art 3 s 2; 1987 c 404 s
148; 1993 c 337 s 11; 1996 c 407 s 46; 1997 c 7 art 2 s 24; 1997 c 192 s 27; 2001 c 161 s 27,28; 1Sp2003
c 4 s 1; 1Sp2003 c 23 s 11; 2005 c 10 art 1 s 27; 1Sp2005 c 1 art 4 s 33,34; 2007 c 148 art 2 s 46; 1Sp2011
c 10 art 3 s 32; 2013 c 142 art 3 s 31; 2015 c 77 art 2 s 51

Official Publication of the State of Minnesota
Revisor of Statutes
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2021 Theme
 The Minnesota Great River Road: An All-American Adventure
Goals
 Raise awareness about and celebrate the MN Great River Road’s new All-American Road status
 Encourage travel to MN Great River Road scenic reaches, historic features, communities, and
attractions
 Build All-American Favorites content for website
 Announce new Plan Your Trip instructional videos
 Promote the ten state GRR and sweepstakes
News Release
 Release was sent to media list, distribution partners (CVBs/Chambers, State Parks, Interpretive
Centers, Welcome Centers, etc.) and MN-MRPC members.
 Articles/Blogs – Brainerd Dispatch, West Central Tribune, Mill City Times, Minneapolis River Current
 Social media posts by members including Minnesota DNR, Rep. Kristin Robbins
Digital Partnership
 River Travel Media general MN GRR ads and fall article (part of a series of four seasonal articles).
Analytics attached for first half of campaign.
Governor’s Proclamation
 Proclamation received calling out September as Drive the Great River Road Month in Minnesota.
MN Great River Road Website
 1,542 unique sessions in September (compared to 1,212 in August).
Facebook
 10 posts on Great River Road MN page. Total reach of posts – approx. 1,049 (253 in August). Reach in
Sept. 2020 was over 60,000 with most coming from paid advertising which was not done in 2021.
Print Maps
 1,550 MN GRR maps provided to partner distribution sites
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River Travel Magazine/MN GRR Digital Partnership 2021 – Analytics as of 10/8/21
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ads on rivertravelmagazine.com

Impressions: 271,491

Clicks: 258

Minnesota Great River Road Articles
ENJOY MAJESTIC VIEWS AND RIVER TOWN HISTORY ALONG MINNESOTA’S GREAT RIVER ROAD! - LINK
PLAN A SUMMER ADVENTURE WITH AN URBAN TWIST ALONG MINNESOTA’S GREAT RIVER ROAD - LINK
EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTY OF FALL WITH A SCENIC MINNESOTA GREAT RIVER ROAD GETAWAY - LINK

Page views: 454

Average time on page: 4:19

Newsletter and Social Media Promotion
The articles were also promoted through our newsletter program and through River Travel Magazine’s social
media platforms. Sample post below.
Newsletter Opens: 18,743
Facebook Impressions: 10,680
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Minnesota Great River Road Roadside Storybook Project Background
The Federal Highway Administration’s National Scenic Byways Program invites travelers
to Come Closer to America's heart and soul....
FHWA’s program codified how to manage a byway for travelers and residents who respond to their invitation by
including byway interpretation as a primary responsibility, in addition to safeguarding intrinsic resources and the byway
experience.
The 2000 Minnesota Great River Road Corridor Management Plan implementation
resulted in significant interpretation accomplishments:





Developed 2001 Minnesota Great River Road Interpretive Plan, with Roadside Storybook
Fabricated and installed Roadside Storybook in four+ counties
Developed 2004 10‐state Great River Road Interpretive Plan and Toolkit
Designated 13 Minnesota Great River Road National Interpretive Centers

The Roadside Storybook describes the river’s stories, with a chapter in each of the 21 counties along the river in
Minnesota. The design carries forward frames and panel layouts MnDOT used at Rest Areas and overlooks previously.
Each county chapter included six panels which provided:





10‐state and statewide overview, and county map of intrinsic resources (one panel)
Hydrology and geology (one panel)
Flora and fauna (one panel)
River‐related human and natural history and sometimes its present or future story (three panels)
The current Minnesota Great River Road Corridor Management Plan includes specific Roadside Storybook
strategies that respond to public and partner engagement that told the Parkway Commission to focus on






Add more interpretation along the byway,
develop White Earth, Leech Lake and Prairie Island community content,
apply technology (QR codes, website, interactive map/YouTube, digital travel guides), and
maintain existing roadside interpretation.

The CMP field survey revealed visitors desire more interpretation on the Great River Road itself so they can understand
what they are seeing and experiencing. Example responses stated: “Need more signage and interpretive areas,” “Would
like to see more information on the Ojibwe tribe,” and “Need more signs to talk about history and area. Did not know it
was a scenic byway until the survey people told us.” This sentiment was repeated at open houses and local meetings.
CMP “An interpretive sign turns facts into an experience that captures
visitors’ interests, provokes their curiosity, and makes them emotionally and
actively involved so they feel a part of the story and understand the
significance of a site. While existing interpretive panels, Interpretive Centers,
visitor centers, local museums, and Minnesota Historical Society sites, our
visitors, MN‐MRPC, PAT and public outreach tell us more interpretation
directed specifically to Great River Road travelers is needed.” Using MnGRR Plan Your Trip map information can also
encourage revisitation with so much left to see, and cross promotion to other destination areas, or even ten states.
Currently there are 63 interpretive panels, in 32 frames, on 22 sites along the river from the headwaters to the Iowa
boarder. MnDOT field analysis of existing Great River Road interpretive panels indicates approximately
 31 are in good condition, but need cleaning;
 30 need repair
 18 need replacement
In addition, a complete Roadside Storybook develops 16 more counties and three Tribal communities (6 panels ea.)
(Hubbard, Beltrami. Itasca, Aitkin, Cass, Morrison, Stearns, Benton, Wright, Anoka, Hennepin, Ramsey, Washington, Goodhue, Wabasha, Winona)

10

Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission
56 33rd Avenue South, #283  St. Cloud, Minnesota 56301
651-341-4196  info@MnMississippiRiver.com

Members of the House:: Emma Greenman (D-63B); Kristin Robbins (R–34A) Members of the Senate: David Senjem (R–25); Patricia Torres
Ray (DFL–63) State Agency Appointees: Paul Hugunin – Agriculture, Marni Karnowski – Transportation, Lisa Havelka – Explore Minnesota
Tourism, Grant Wilson – Natural Resources, David Kelliher – Historical Society Regional Appointees: Sally Fineday – Lake Itasca to Grand
Rapids, Megan Christianson – Grand Rapids to Brainerd, Karl Samp –Brainerd to Elk River, John Anfinson – Elk River to Hastings, Jennifer
Weaver – Hastings to Iowa Border Member at Large: Anne Lewis

October 14, 2021
RE: EDA Travel, Tourism and Outdoor Recreation Grant Application – Itasca County Trails Study
To Whom it May Concern,
The Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission (MN-MRPC) supports the Itasca County Trails
Study project and the partnership’s application for a Travel, Tourism and Outdoor Recreation Grant
through the Economic Development Administration.
The MN-MRPC is the byway organization of the Minnesota Great River Road, recently designated an
All-American Road, and a statutory commission whose mission is to promote, preserve, and enhance
the resources of the Mississippi River Valley and to develop the highways and amenities of the Great
River Road. The Minnesota Great River Road spans 565 miles, 20 counties and 43 communities. The
Itasca County Trails project aligns with the mission and the Corridor Management Plan of the MNMRPC.
The Corridor Management Plan includes strategies related to five main themes – two of which are
Placemaking and Health and Active Living. The Itasca County Trails project helps address those
themes in a key anchor community area of the Minnesota Great River Road and will also provide
information and a model for other regions.
We look forward to project outcomes that will benefit our byway travelers and draw more of them to
visit, increase visit frequency and/or extend their visits, resulting in long-term positive economic
impacts for our communities.
If you have any questions about our support, or if there is any additional information we can provide,
please contact the MN-MRPC office at 651-341-4196.
Sincerely,

Sen. David Senjem, Chair
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Minnesota Transportation Alternatives Program
Projects Intending to Seek Funding
Great River Road Corridor Benefit
November 2021
City of Bemidji - 5th Street NW Trail Project
 $260,000
 Construct a roughly 1 mile long multi-use paved trail from Downtown Bemidji to Jefferson
Avenue along 5th Street NW in Bemidji, MN.
City of Sartell - Scout & Dehler Regional Connector Trail Gap Project
 $350,000
 We are seeking funding for the Scout & Dehler Drive Trail Gap project, which is a regional
new-construction road planned for 2022 connecting major workforce areas within the City of
Sartell.
City of Elk River - CSAH 13 and CR 40 Trail Gap Segments
 $800,000
 Construction of two trail gap segments along Sherburne CSAH 13 (Twin Lakes Road) and CR
40 (Cleveland Ave) to complete the trail connections linking Twin Lakes Elementary School to
CSAH 12.
 Self-Identified Great River Road Benefit
Sherburne County - Elk River Pedestrian Bridge
 $424,000
 Construction of a pedestrian bridge over the Elk River connecting the regional multi-use trail
and the Community to the Big Lake Township Lion's Park.
Aitkin County Land Department - Jacobson Wayside Rest
 $300,000
 This project will preserve and enhance the Aitkin County Administered Tax-Forfeited controlled
and managed Jacobson Wayside Rest along TH 200 and adjacent to the Mississippi River.
 Self-Identified Great River Road Benefit
Bemidji Area Schools - Gene Dillon Elementary & Bemidji High School Division St Project
 $2,500,000
 The proposed infrastructure is specifically focused upon improving the safety, comfort, and
convenience for children walking, rolling, or bicycling to the schools, constructing a multiuse
trail along Division Street (CSAH 7) starting with the city trail at Jefferson Avenue (CSAH 11)
continuing west to Becida Road (CSAH 7) 1.5 miles not including the connections from the
buildings to the trail along the street.
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