Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission
1st Quarter Meeting
February 24, 2021 ● 2:30 – 5:00 p.m.
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
DRAFT AGENDA
2:30 p.m.

Welcome & Introductions

Senjem

2:35 p.m.

Approve Today’s Agenda & Minutes from 11/19/20

Senjem/All

2:40 p.m.

Commission Business
- Election of Officers
- Budget Report
- Legislative Updates

All
Handout
Legislative Members/LCC

2:55 p.m.

All American Road Designation
- Status and Plans for Promotion & Celebration
- Byway Grants

3:10 p.m.

National MRPC
- MRPC Board & 2021 National Meetings
- Committee Updates
 Communications & Marketing
 Culture & Heritage
 Environment, Recreation & Agriculture
 Transportation

Lewis/Zoff/Miller

Lewis
Miller/Havelka
Anfinson
Miller/Karnowski
Wilcox/Zoff

3:40 p.m.

Letter of Support Request
- City of South St. Paul – Wakota Scenic Trailhead Project

3:55 p.m.

Old Business – Updates
- St. Anthony Falls Disposition Study
- University of MN Extension Tourism Center
Follow Up on Possible Partnerships

Anfinson
Miller

4:05 p.m.

Commission Projects
- Website
- Ambassador Development
- Improving Access and Welcoming Environment along
the Mississippi River

Miller
Zoff/Wilcox/Miller
Fineday/Torres Ray/Kelliher

4:25 p.m.

Commission Member Updates
- Refer to Written Updates in Packet
- Brief Highlights or Action Requests

4:50 p.m.

Other Business

5:00 p.m.

Wrap Up and Adjourn

All

All
All
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Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission
4th Quarter Meeting –November 19, 2020
Zoom Virtual Meeting
MINUTES – Draft

Commissioners Present
Karl Samp – Brainerd to Elk River
Jennifer Weaver – Hastings to Iowa Border
Sen. David Senjem
Rep. Tony Jurgens
Rep. Anne Claflin
Paul Hugunin – Agriculture Appointee
Lisa Havelka – Tourism Appointee
David Kelliher – Historical Society Appointee
Grant Wilson – Natural Resources Appointee
Marni Karnowski – Transportation Appointee
Anne Lewis – At Large Member

Gina Bonsignore – Natural Resources
Carol Zoff – Transportation
Tim Wilcox – Transportation
Michelle Weber - LCC
Diane Henry Wangensteen – LCC
Kasey Gerkovich - LCC
Chris Miller – Staff
Members Absent
Sally Fineday – Lake Itasca to Grand Rapids
Megan Christianson - Grand Rapids to Brainerd
Cordelia Pierson – Elk River to Hastings
Sen. Patricia Torres Ray

Technical Advisors/Staff Present
John Anfinson – National Park Service

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Meeting called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair Senjem. Roll call was taken with the members listed above present. There
was a quorum. New members Marni Karnowski (MnDOT) and Jennifer Weaver (Hastings to Iowa Border) were welcomed
to their first meeting, along with Michelle Weber, LCC Director.
Approve Minutes from 8/13/20 Meeting: Motion by Rep. Jurgens and seconded by David Kelliher to approve the
minutes from the August 13, 2020 meeting as presented. Motion carried.
Budget Report: The budget report in the meeting packet was referenced followed by discussion. A question was raised
about timing of the annual dues payment to the National MRPC. Invoices are usually received in January and the payment
will be processed at that time. The current budget report includes operating funds and project funds carried forward from
the previous fiscal year. There is some uncertainty on whether reductions will be necessary in the current year budget
and more information on that is likely to be available in early 2021.
Regional Meetings/Elections: Chris Miller reported that the Bluffs (Hastings to Iowa Border) Regional Meeting was
held virtually on November 16 with Jennifer Weaver of the Winona County History Center (a Great River Road Interpretive
Center) elected to the Regional Commissioner position. The Metro (Elk River to Hastings) Regional Meeting is scheduled
for December 16. Members interested in attending are asked to respond via email and the Zoom access details will be
provided.
Election of At-Large Member: The MN-MRPC statute specifies that an At-Large Member, who will also serve as
Commission Secretary, is to be appointed by the other 14 members. An email explaining the process and seeking
nominations was sent to members in advance of today’s meeting. Sen. Senjem nominated Anne Lewis, current At-Large
Member, for another two-year term. She is currently Pilot of the National MRPC and spoke of her interest in continuing.
No additional nominations were stated. Sen. Senjem moved to appoint Anne Lewis as At-Large Member by unanimous
consent. Motion carried and Anne was thanked for her service.
Executive Committee Report: The Executive Committee met on September 2 and November 10. Notes from the
September 2 meeting were included in the meeting packet and referenced, and several topics discussed by the committee
are included on today’s agenda.
All-American Road Designation: The most recent estimated timeline for announcement of new All-American Road
designations is late December. Anne Lewis provided an overview of the National MRPC plans for promotion and
celebration of the designations when received. John Anfinson asked who the contact person will be when inquiries come
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in, followed by discussion. National Office will be preparing news release templates and talking points. Carol Zoff offered
to assist with talking points for Minnesota and provided an overview of the Federal Highway Administration National
Scenic Byways program and All-American Road designation definitions as background and review.
MRPC 2020 Virtual Annual Meeting: Sen. Senjem noted that the first ever MRPC Virtual Annual Meeting was held on
September 17 in place of the in-person meeting originally scheduled for Bemidji. He offered congratulations to Carol Zoff
who was recognized with an MRPC Honorary Membership during the event. Anne Lewis reported that attendance was 8090 in most of the Zoom sessions, with 150 in the largest session. Minnesota was well represented in session hosts and
presenters. The MN-MRPC offered to host the 2021 Annual Meeting in Bemidji after cancellation was necessary in 2020
but plans for 2021 remain uncertain at this time. More will likely be known in early 2021.
Drive the Great River Road Month: Sen. Senjem noted a report on results of the 2020 Minnesota Drive the Great
River Road Month promotion and ad campaign was included in the meeting packet. Chris Miller shared information on
increased traffic to the MN Great River Road website during the month of the promotion and dramatically increased
Facebook reach during the period of the ad campaign. There was discussion on whether the campaign resulted in long
term increases in visitation. Paul Hugunin offered help and guidance based on Minnesota Grown’s experience.
National MRPC Technical Committee Membership: Sen. Senjem referenced pages in the meeting packet describing
MRPC Technical Committees, their work, and needs for Minnesota representation. Volunteers were requested to fill the
open positions – no experience necessary. John Anfinson spoke to the great experience he has had thus far with the
Culture & Heritage Committee and encouraged others to consider participation. Marni Karnowski volunteered for the
Environment, Recreation & Agriculture Committee. Sen. Senjem expressed thanks and will follow up later with members
regarding other positions.
Transportation Alternatives Applications - Letters of Support: Tim Wilcox provided information on seven
applicants intending to seek Transportation Alternatives funding. Carol Zoff provided an overview of the Transportation
Alternatives program. Full applications are due in early January and letters of interest were recently submitted to MnDOT.
The seven projects listed in the packet were identified as providing benefit to the Great River Road and/or Mississippi
River Trail. Questions and discussion followed. The MN-MRPC is not being asked to rank the projects in any way. If the
Commission approves letters, staff will reach out to the project contacts to offer a letter if they move forward with the full
application. It was noted that these projects tend to help connect people to the Mississippi River.
Motion by Anne Lewis and seconded by Rep. Jurgens to authorize letters of support for all seven projects listed in the
packet if they move forward with the full Transportation Alternatives application. Motion carried.
Inver Grove Heights LWCF Application – Letter of Support: A letter request was received from the City of Inver
Grove Heights for their Heritage Village Park project along the Mississippi River. They plan to seek Land and Water
Conservation Fund dollars. Details in the meeting packet were referenced. John Anfinson noted that the park is included
within the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area and that the project would be a good one.
Motion by Rep. Claflin and seconded by Marni Karnowski to authorize a letter of support for the City of Inver Grove
Heights as they seek Land and Water Conservation Fund resources for Heritage Village Park. Motion carried with Grant
Wilson abstaining from the vote because the DNR is the agency administering this program.
MN GRR Website: The website project team (Megan Christianson, Lisa Havelka, Carol Zoff, Chris Miller) reconvened
recently to develop recommendations for a phase two of website development/edits. Next steps will include seeking
preliminary pricing information. Funds would come from the Commission’s website project one-time allocation along with
possibly a portion of the Ambassador Development project budget since the website will be critical to that project’s
launch. Lisa Havelka provided an overview of priorities under consideration for the website.
MN GRR Print Map: Maps remain in storage at the printing company and are available to ship to individual locations or
groups of distribution sites when appropriate.
Ambassador Development: Carol Zoff reported on the updated plan for launch of Ambassador Development. An
overview and list of feedback questions was included in the meeting packet. Initial target audiences are MN Great River
Road Interpretive Centers and community tourism offices. Development of ambassador resources and virtual outreach will
be the first steps, with the potential for travel and in-person meetings in the future, and/or continuation of virtual

3

sessions. The “About Us” tab on the MN Great River Road website is being considered for placement of online resources.
Tim Wilcox is working on short videos to assist users in accessing features of the Plan Your Trip online mapping. Plan
Your Trip will be one of the main resources highlighted in Ambassador Development. Feedback was requested from MNMRPC members on approach, information resources and promotional items.
Feedback summary –
• Gina Bonsignore - Would we tape the training and have video accessible ongoing? People might be looking for
quick brown bag session topics. Keep it short – 30 minutes. Great River Road Ambassador Training could be a
way to help keep staff and volunteers engaged.
• Jennifer Weaver - Information and training would be great but once again keep it short. There is Zoom fatigue.
People are doing a lot of other things online. Taped info/virtual tours/etc. sometimes more accessible than live
programming. Do a pre-registration for a pilot session and see what happens.
• Lisa Havelka – Offered to assist with review of invitation list for pilot session and others to follow. The tourism
industry has been hard hit during the pandemic and appropriate timing for any requests or initiatives is
important. We need to be sure to consider readiness before moving forward.
Improving Access and Welcoming Environment along the Mississippi River: A draft work group overview was
reviewed by the Executive Committee and was referenced in the meeting packet. Staff will be reaching out to those who
volunteered to serve on the group and will follow up with the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council and Minnesota Council on
Latino Affairs requesting agenda time for informational presentations and requests for advice. Both councils have offered
to consider presentations. Discussion followed. Suggestions included considering inclusion of more diverse stories as part
of the website refresh and presenting information in different languages and/or including native words and terms
throughout the website.
MRPC Technical Committee Updates: John Anfinson reported that the MRPC Culture and Heritage Committee
recently considered two nominations received from Minnesota – Itasca County Historical Society and Aitkin Area Chamber
of Commerce. The Itasca County Historical Society nomination is likely to move on to a vote by the committee, but the
Aitkin proposal will be withdrawn for now while the National MRPC considers broader implications of their concept which
is more of an orientation center focus. The Culture and Heritage Committee will be discussing ways to highlight smaller
communities and areas that do not necessarily fit with the current definition for Interpretive Centers. The Aitkin
nomination will be revised and resubmitted, potentially in 2021. Karl Samp suggested adding the Cuyuna Country State
Recreation area. Carol Zoff noted that the Aitkin County team could be a good fit for Ambassador Development.
University of MN Extension Tourism Center Overview: Dr. Xinyi Qian was welcomed to the meeting to share
information. An overview of the structure and work of the Tourism Center was provided followed by MN-MRPC discussion.
Potential partnership opportunities identified included byway economic impact studies and other research; messaging and
stories to reach broader and more diverse audiences; and ongoing partnership such as through a technical advisor role on
the Commission. Marni Karnowski offered to help with further conversations and Karl Samp volunteered to seek
information on possible funding especially for things like development of immigrant stories through Interpretive Centers.
Mississippi Headwaters Board – Paddle Landing Signage: Mississippi Headwaters Board Executive Director Tim
Terrill provided an overview of their Paddle Landing Signage project along with background on the history and role of the
Mississippi Headwaters Board. Carol Zoff, Sally Fineday, Megan Christianson and Karl Samp have been invited to a
meeting that will focus on partnerships with a variety of groups to promote the river signage and “resourcetainment”
program. Updates will be shared with the MN-MRPC as the process continues.
Next Meeting: First Quarter 2021, date to be determined.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m.
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MN-MRPC FY21 Activity/Project Budget
Activity/Item

Estimate

Spent 2-2-21

2-8-21
Pending

Remaining % Spent

MN-MRPC Operating Budget
Quarterly Meetings

$4,600.00

$282.00

$4,318.00

6.00%

Other Commissioner meetings travel & per diem/memberships

$1,200.00

$150.00

$1,050.00

13.00%

$600.00

$600.00

0.00%

MRPC Dues

$15,000.00

$15,000.00

0.00%

Admin Contract
Communications including website hosting, phone, Constant
Contact, etc.

$26,400.00

$11,000.00

58.00%

$8,219.80

9.00%

Executive Committee Meetings (2 @ $300)

$13,200.00 $2,200.00

$9,000.00

$756.13

Map Shipping & Storage

$3,000.00

$78.38

$2,921.62

3.00%

National Meetings

$5,000.00

$55.00

$4,945.00

1.00%

$900.00

$385.00

$515.00

43.00%

$15,000.00

$5,335.00

$9,225.00

39.00%

$6,889.26

0.00%

Regional Meetings/Elections
Additional Staff Hours for CMP Implementation Activities with
Partners & Stakeholders - Ltrs of support, regional meetings,
etc.
Professional/Technical Services
Website Edits and Updates
Drive the Great River Road Month Promotional Campaign
General Material Printing & Supplies
Total Operating Budget (78,000 base + 16,889.26 carry
forward from FY20)

$24.07

$440.00

$6,889.26
$2,000.00

$174.00

$1,826.00

9.00%

$4,500.00
$800.00

$4,150.00

$350.00

92.00%

$800.00

0.00%

$67,659.68

29.00%

$3,642.24

0.00%

$27,450.00

2.00%

$8,074.38

13.00%

$40,140.84

4.00%

$94,889.26

$24,565.51 $2,664.07

Special Projects - Funding for implementation during
FY20 and FY21
Website Updates for Map Tools, Mobile Devices
Ambassador Development
New Print Map
Total Special Projects
FY21 Operating Budget Allocation

$3,642.24
$28,000.00

550.00

$9,307.90

$1,233.52

$40,950.14

$1,233.52

$135,839.40

$25,799.03
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Wakota Scenic Trailhead
PROJECT PURPOSE
» Improve the user experience of the Mississippi River National River and Recreation Area, Minnesota Great
River Road National Scenic Byway, Mississippi River Regional Trail (MRRT) and MnDNR boat launch
» Create a regional destination through a trailhead and improved river access
» Provide connections to local trails and create a 10-mile loop on the MRRT by creating a trailhead halfway
between Kaposia Landing in South St. Paul and the Rock Island Swing Bridge in Inver Grove Heights
To Saint Paul
EXISTING TRAIL

TRAIL CROSSING AT ROAD CROSSING

DNR BOAT LAUNCH

INSTALL SECOND DOCK
FUTURE DNR BOAT INSPECTION

EXISTING WALKWAY
RECONFIGURED BOAT TRAILER
PARKING 33 SPACES

GARDEN/TRAILHEAD PARKING
34 SPACES

PROPOSED TRAIL

RESTROOM WITH PICNIC
SHELTER BUILDING

BIKE RACKS AND REPAIR STATION

LIMESTONE BLOCK SEATING

TRASH AND RECYCLING

GARDEN ENTRANCE WITH TRELLIS

EXISTING COTTONWOOD TREE

TRAIL KIOSK
SSP COMMUNITY
GARDENS

PUMP STATION BUFFER

GARDEN TRACTOR ACCESS GATE

SSP COMPOST SITE

EXISTING ELM

MISSISSIPPI RIVER G

To Hastings

Project
Location

494

52
35

Dakota
County

Improved access to the MnDNR Boat Launch will be provided
through the proposed improvements
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The proposed spur to Dakota County’s MRRT will provide a
safe alternative to the existing staircase over the levee
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DNR BOAT LAUNCH

SITE CONTEXT: EXISTING CONDITIONS

IVER

ENWAY

The trailhead building at the Wakota Scenic
Trailhead includes an open air vaulted ceilings
space for picnic tables, an indoor storage
space, and two single use restrooms. The
building orients the doors to the restrooms
to accommodate clear views from the parking
lot. This safety feature will allow police to
easily see activity occurring in the restrooms.
Other safety features include automatic
locking doors. The trailhead also includes patio
space with trash receptacles, limestone block
seating, bike racks, bike repair station, and an
interpretive node.

The Wakota Scenic Trailhead building concept
utilizes a similar architecture style to other
trailhead buildings along the Mississippi River
*UHHQZD\VXFKDV3LQH%HQG%OXVWUDLOKHDG
The trailhead building materials include a
limestone veneer, cedar siding, wood timber
vaulted ceiling, and a red colored metal roof
(Figure 7). Implementing a similar design
aesthetic to other trailhead buildings on the
Mississippi River Greenway will establish
DFRKHVLYHWKHPHEHWZHHQWKHGLHUHQW
trailheads that trail users can understand.

WAKOTA SCENIC TRAILHEAD BUILDING
CONCEPT

TRAILHEAD BUILDING CONCEPT PLAN
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South St. Paul Wakota Trailhead
PROPOSED GRANT BUDGET
Item
Mobilization
On-site earthwork
Removals
Silt Fence
Trailhead Building
Trail
Road/Parking Lot
Curb and Gutter
Concrete Pavement
Pedestrian Ramps
Furnishings and Amenities
Landscaping
Contigency (10%)

Rounded for
Grant
$
25,000
$
25,000
$
28,000
$
7,000
$
692,000
$
56,000
$
340,000
$
40,000
$
31,000
$
75,000
$
27,000
$
18,000
$
136,000
Total $ 1,500,000

ANTICIPATED FUNDING
Source
Federal Recreational Trail Program
Federal Lands Access Program
National Park Service *Potential
City of South St. Paul
Dakota County
Total

Amount
$
150,000
$
565,000
$
300,000
$
150,000
$
335,000
$ 1,500,000
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February 25, 2021

Mr. Dan Golner
MnDNR
Division of Parks and Trails
500 Lafayette Road, Box 39
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Dear Grant Committee Review Members,
The Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Minnesota (MN-MRPC) supports the City of South St. Paul
in its application for funding from the Federal Recreational Trail Program to construct a trailhead south
of the Wakota Bridge along the Mississippi River.
The MN-MRPC is the byway organization of the Minnesota Great River Road National Scenic Byway, and
a statutory commission whose mission is to promote, preserve, and enhance the resources of the
Mississippi River Valley and to develop the highways and amenities of the Great River Road. The Wakota
Trailhead aligns with the mission and the Corridor Management Plan of the MN-MRPC.
The purpose of the Great River Road is to provide access and views of the Mississippi River, along the
entirety of the river from Minnesota to Louisiana. The trailhead construction and trail connection will
enhance the experience at this location, providing direct access to the river for a variety of users. Access
to the Mississippi River Regional Trail and direct access to the National Mississippi River Recreation Area
will be supported by additional amenities such as restrooms, picnic facilities, bike fix-it station and water
fountain.
We fully support the completion of this project. If you have any questions about our support, or if there
is any additional information we can provide, please contact the MN-MRPC office at 651-341-4196.

Sincerely,
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Member Update to MN Mississippi River Parkway Commission
Commissioner: ___John Anfinson______________________
Representing: ___ Metro Reach_______________________
Quarter: ____

1st Quarter 2021______________ ______

Minnesota

State-wide Issue, Project, Event or Partner

Asian Carp Update: This spring, just after ice-out, the Minnesota DNR plans to test a new procedure for reducing
Asian carp populations in the Mississippi River near La Crescent, MN. The alarming capture of 12 Grass and 39
Silver carp in Pool 8 last year is spurring the DNR to test this procedure. Called the Unified Modified Method, the
technique involves driving the fish with nets, sound and electricity to a concentrated location where they can be
removed. Over a 12-day period, the DNR will focus on several sites for one to three days each. This is the first time
the method is being tried in a low-density system, but Kentucky and Illinois have had success with it in their heavily
invaded waters. The DNR hopes to issue a report about two months after they complete the test. If successful, the
procedure could help slow the upstream advance of Asian carp into Minnesota by way of the Mississippi River.
Regional

Regional Issue, Project, Event or Partner

Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock and Dam Disposition Study: On December 16, 2020, the St. Paul District, Corps of
Engineers issued a Draft Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock and Dam Draft Section 216 Disposition Study. Then on
December 27, the 2020 Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) became law. Given provisions in the law
relating to the Upper Lock and Dam, the Corps slightly revised and reissued their draft on January 20. Comments
are due by March 18, 2021. While WRDA 2020 requires some of the site go to the City of Minneapolis or its
designee, the Corps hopes to dispose of the rest of the site and have Congress deauthorize the navigation and
recreation missions. Friends of the Falls and a coalition of other organizations are working to keep the Corps at the
lock with water supply as their new mission. Without a new primary mission, the Corps has no reason to stay.
Given the costs of maintaining the lock and dam and related infrastructure, and the fact that the reservoir created
by the dam is critical to the Twin Cities water supply, it is important that the Corps remain. Friends of the Falls
hopes to transform the lock into a world-class visitor experience, and since the lock lies on the Great River Road
and will likely see hundreds of thousands of visitors, the Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission should
consider supporting the Friends effort. How we would do that would be a matter for discussion.

MRPC – Ten-State

Ten-State Issue, Project, Event or Partner

I have been virtually visiting each Interpretive Center in all 10 states. My goal is to understand what stories and
resources they focus on and how those relate to the Great River Road. I am also interested in what stories and
resources are missing that the 10-state commission should consider adding. In addition, I am working with Pilot
Anne Lewis and my Culture and Heritage Committee Co-Chair, Pat Audirsch (AR), on sessions for the semi-annual
meeting related to interpretive centers and the All American Road designation.
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Member Update to MN Mississippi River Parkway Commission
Commissioner: _Grant Wilson___
Representing: __MN DNR_______________________________
Quarter: Winter (Feb) 2021____________________________ ________
Minnesota

State-wide Issue, Project, Event or Partner

The parks are open and busier than usual. Park buildings are closed with a few exceptions. Lodging is available at
Itasca State Park. See the list below for links to the parks. On the home page of each park, there is a link to a
seasonal update with more specific information.
See below/attached for more information.

Minnesota State Parks Update. 2/9/21
The parks are open and busier than usual. Park buildings are closed with a few exceptions. Lodging is available at Itasca
State Park. See the list below for links to the parks. On the home page of each park, there is a link to a seasonal update
with more specific information.
Recreation Opportunities. The snow depth and groomed trail report page has comprehensive information on all the
snow conditions for ski and snowmobiling. Check park pages for availability of snowshoes for rental. If you are interested
in ice fishing, check the DNR fishing page.
Reservations for camping and lodging are required. New reservation policies have been updated. The maximum
reservation window is now 120 days in advance and there are no fees for cancellations 14 days or more prior to arrival.
See the website for specific details and FAQs.
Plan ahead. Buy your vehicle permit in advance to minimize person-to-person contact. Record your confirmation
number and place it on your car's dashboard. If you'll be skiing on groomed trails, buy your ski pass in advance too.
Arrive prepared. Buildings and warming shelters may not be open. Dress appropriately for the weather, and bring extra
supplies with you.
Follow the rules. Continue to follow all COVID-related guidance listed in the Outdoor Recreation Guidelines PDF. Pay
attention to signs, stay home if you feel sick, try to recreate only with members of your immediate household, and
practice social distancing--even outdoors.
Buy a ski pass ahead of time (you can purchase and receive online) to enjoy cross country skiing in the park. Parks with
ski trails have an updated trail condition link on their home page.

From north to south, Minnesota State Parks along the Great River Road, with links.
•
•
•

All the parks have a seasonal updates on their website, follow a link from their home page.
Naturalist Programs and Park tours are currently unavailable until further notice.
Most parks have only vault toilets available and no water in the winter. Check each park website for details

Itasca State Park
The water at the headwater does not freeze, no matter how cold it gets and the main walkway to the headwaters are
maintained throughout the winter! Too cold to visit? There is a webcam of the headwaters, if you’d like to see the
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where the river begins. (ADD HOT LINK) At Lake Itasca, Lodging is open in the winter, within COVID-19 guidance. Winter
camping is available. Reservation for all lodging and camping required. Jacob V. Brower Visitor Center Status:
Service Desk: OPEN 9:30 am - 5:00 pm / Monday-Sunday
Gift Shop: OPEN 9:30 am - 5:00 pm / Monday-Sunday
Educational Exhibits: CLOSED until further notice.

La Salle Recreation Area
There are no groomed ski trails at this location, but you may hike, ski or snowshoe anywhere in the recreation area
except on trails groomed for snowmobiling. You can find groomed ski trails at Itasca State park when conditions are
favorable.

Lake Bemidji State Park
Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area
Crow Wing State Park
Crow Wing Seasonal update
Charles A. Lindbergh State Park
Fort Snelling State Park
•

Electronic gate installed to administer park hours of 8AM to 10pm

Frontenac State Park
•

•
•
•
•
•

The Frontenac State Park Campground is open for winter camping, but during 2021, the Frontenac State Park
Campground will be partially closed, as it will be undergoing renovations for much of the summer. Further
information will posted here as it becomes available.
Kruger and the Zumbro Bottoms West, Central, and North state forest campgrounds are open.
The bathroom buildings in the campground and day-use area are now closed for the season. Additionally, the
dump station is also closed. Vault toilets are open throughout the park:
Water is available from a spigot behind the Ranger Station.
Firewood will be available from the Ranger Station via self-service.
Snowshoes are available even if the office is closed. See seasonal updates for more information.

John A. Latsch State Park
Great River Bluffs State Park
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