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assistance of Council member Delores McClernon:
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announced in the next newsletter.
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MINNESOTA WOMEN: CHILD CARE, PART-TIME WORK, JOB SATISFACTION %

Recent issues of this newsletter have examined women's labor force par-
ticipation rates, occupations .and industries in which women are likely to
work, and the continuing earnings gap between women and men. This issue
presents information on several other aspects of women's employment, based
on a 1977 survey of households conducted by the State Demographer's Office.

Questions answered by the survey include:

Which parent is most likely to make child care arrangements? One-third
of employed mothers surveyed said it was necessary for them to make child
care arrangements. Twelve percent said a "spouse or other household member'
took care of children; 44 percent said their children were old enough to be
left alone. In contrast, only one-~tenth of employed fathers said it was
necessary for them to make child care arrangements. Sixty-three percent
said a spouse or other household member took care of their children; 26 per-—
cent felt their children were old enough to be left alone.

What kind of child care is being used, and how: do parents feel about
these arrangements? Only 16 percent of people who made child care arrange-
ments used a group center or school program. The other 84 percent had child
care provided in a home, their own or someone else's.  One-fourth of child
care was provided by another household member ox by a relative. More than
four of five people who made child care arrangements said they were "very
satisfied" with those arrangements.
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Would women with part-time jobs prefer to work full-time? The great
majority of Minnesota women with paid employment of less than 35 hours per
week said they did not want full-time employment —-— and there is no difference
between male and female part-time workers in this respect. 1In other words,

85 percent of part-time workers are ''voluntary part-time workers." Only seven

percent of male part-time workers and 11 percent of female part-time workers
said they could not find a full-time job.




Are women more or less satisfied with their jobs than men are?
A substantial majority of both men and women in the Demographer's survey
said they were "very satisfied" with their jobs. Women were slightly more
likely to say they were 'very satisfied," while men were slightly more
likely to say they were "somewhat satisfied." Only six percent of women
and six percent of men said they were "not too satisfied" or "not at all
satigfied."

Several factors were more significant than sex of worker in level of
job satisfaction. Within Minnesota, persons outside the Twin Cities area
were more likely to be '"very satisfied" than those in the Twin Cities.
Employed Minnesotans as a whole, however, were considerably more likely
than employed persons in the nation to be "very satisfied." The single most
significant factor in satisfaction is age, with older persons being con-
sistently more satisfied with their jobs than younger persons.
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Minnesota women are more likely than men to recommend their jobs to a
friend, with 72 percent of women but only 61 percent of men saying they
would "strongly recommend" their current jobs to a friend. Women were also
more likely than men to say they would choose their current jobs again "with
no hesitation.”

Neither women nor men appear to feel that their skills are not being
used. More than three-fourths of persons in both groups said "no" when
asked, "Do you have some skills from your previous experience and training
that you would like to be using in your work but can not use on your present
job?2"



Do women change jobs more often than men? Seventy percent of employed
men and 68 percent of employed women said they were "not at all likely" to
seek a new job within ome year. Similarly, 80 percent of men and 81 percent

of women said they did not expect to be in a different occupation "five years
from now."

These feelings about job changing were paralleled by prévious actual

work experience for those surveyed. The job turnover rate for 1976 -- total
number of job turnovers per 100 persons who were employed at least one week
in that year -- was 22.3 for men and 21.9 for women.

Age is a more significant factor in job turnover than sex, with higher
turnover rates for younger persons. According to the survey, turnover rates
ranged from a high of 44.4 for persons age 16 to 24 to a low of 7.0 for
persons age 45 and over.

How do most women go about finding their jobs? There were no significant
differences in the job search methods used by emploved men and by employed
women. More than two~thirds of men and two-thirds of women said they found
their jobs by one of two methods: by checking directly with the potential
employer or by checking with friends and relatives. An additional 20 percent
of women and 12 percent of men said they found their jobs by placing or
answering an advertisement. Few people of either sex found their jobs by
checking with a state agency or a private agency.

How many women who are not in the labor force would like to have a paid
job? FEighty-eight percent of Minnesota women who were not employed at the
time of the survey said they did not want a regular job. This was also true
for 89 percent of men who were not employed at that time. However, the
reasons given for not wanting regular employment varied significantly by sex.

Almost two-thirds of women who were not in the labor force gave "keeping
house' as their reason for not wanting employment, a reason given by so few
men that 'a percentage could not be calculated for that group. For men, the
primary reason for not being in the labor force was that they were "retired,'
accounting for 59 percent of men who were not emploved.

An additional 28 percent of non-employed men and 13 percent of non-employed
- women said they were unable to work, going to school, or did not want a regular
job for some other reason. Eleven percent of the men and 12 percent of the
women said they would like or might like a regular job.

In summary, recent statistics show some significant differences between
women and men in Minnesota. Employved mothers are more likely than employed
fathers to make child care arrangements; women who are not in the labor force
are more likely than men who are not in the labor force to be keeping house.
However, men and women are also similar in many ways.

Both men and women in Minnesota are likely to be satisfied with their
employment choices. Those who have paid work are "very satisfied," those
who work for pay part-time do so voluntarily, and those who are not currently
in the labor force do not want a paid job. Employed parents of both sexes
are satisfied with their child care arrangements. Men and women have comparable
job turnover rates and use similar methods when seeking employment.

Copies of the complete report, entitled "Employment in Minnesota, 1977"
may be obtained on request from the Office of the State Demographer, Room 101
Capitol Square Building, St. Paul 55101.






