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FACT SHEET: SOUTHWESTERN MINNESOTA*

Unemployment rates in the region in November 2007, the most recent
rates available from MN DEED, tended to be slightly lower than state
unemployment rates.  County unemployment rates ranged from 2.7% in
Nobles County to 4.7% in Faribault County.  In all regional centers in this
area unemployment rates were lower than the state unemployment rate.

The median hourly wage in the third quarter of 2007 in the Southwest
region was $14.33 per hour.  JobsNOW Coalition county estimates of
hourly wages necessary for a single full-time worker to support a family of
three are approximately $13-$14.  Industries that employed the most people
were (1) Education & Health Services, (2) Trade, Transportation & Utili-
ties, and (3) Manufacturing.

Southwest Minnesota
Minnesota

Approximately one out of three people in Southwest Minnesota
were poor or impoverished in 2006.  Rates of residents in the re-
gion living at or below 100% and 200% of the federal poverty guide-
lines (FPG) were higher than impoverished and poor rates state-
wide.

Of those who were poor or impoverished in 2006 in Southwest Min-
nesota approximately one in three were working.  Of those age 18
or over living at or below 100% FPG, 41.6% were working.  Of
those age 18 or over living at or below 200% FPG, 47.8% were
working.

Children and seniors were more likely than those aged 18-64 to be
poor or impoverished in this region.  In 2006,  39.7% of children and
30.6% of adults were living at or below 200% FPG.  Of those age
65 and over in the region, 42.1% were living at or below 200% FPG.

White residents Non-white residents

Poverty Rates: White and Non-white Residents
Southwest Minnesota, 2006 As in the rest of the state, race is a major determinant of whether

one is poor or impoverished in Southwest Minnesota.  In 2006
non-white residents were more than three times as likely to be
impoverished than white residents.  The most prevalent non-white
race in the region was Asian or Pacific Islander.  Of those in the
region who were poor or impoverished, 47.2% of white residents
and 54.3% of non-white residents were working.

Education did have some impact on poverty for both white and
non-white residents, though it was limited.  Among those with a
high school diploma in the region, 26.5% of white residents and
57.6% of non-white residents had incomes at or below 200% FPG.

Of those who identified themselves as Hispanic, who can be of
any race, 73.5% were poor or impoverished, making them
appoximately twice as likely to be poor than those who did not
identify themselves as Hispanic.

Poverty Rates
Minnesota and Southwest Minnesota*: 2006

In poverty
At or below 100% FPG

Poor and in poverty
At or below 200% FPG

14.4%
11.8%

32.8%

26.0%

Income over
200% FPG

Poor: Income between
100% and 200% FPG
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Poverty, Race and Ethnicity

Unemployment and Jobs

*For clarity a map of the area analyzed is included on the back side of this document.
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Minnesota 4.0%
Fairmont, Martin County 3.9%
Marshall, Lyon County 2.0%
New Ulm, Brown County 3.5%
N. Mankato, Nicollet County 3.0%
Worthington, Nobles County 2.8%
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