Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020
FAcT SHEET: NORTHWEST MINNESOTA

Poverty Rates
Minnesota and Northwest Minnesota*: 2005

40%
o 34.6%  m Northwest Minnesota
o Minnesota
30%
=% 23.3%
20%
e 12.5%
% 9.2%
5%
o= n
In poverty Poor and in poverty

At or below 100% FPG At or below 200% FPG

Poverty and Race

The region follows state patterns of poverty along race lines.
As in the rest of the state, race is a major determinant of
whether one is poor or impoverished in Nothwest Minnesota.
In 2005 non-white residents were almost three times more
likely than white residents to be living in poverty. The most
prevalent non-white race in the region is Native American.

Equal percentages of white and non-white residents who were
poor or impoverished in 2005 were working (46%).

Education appears to have some leveling effect on poor and
impoverished rates between white and non-white residents,
though it is limited. Among those over age 25 in the region
whose highest educational attainment is a high school di-
ploma or GED, non-white residents were approximately twice
as likely to be poor or impoverished than white residents.

Approximately one out of three people in Northwest Minnesota were
poor or impoverished in 2005. Rates of residents in the region
living below both 100% and 200% of the federal poverty guidelines
(FPG) were higher than impoverished and poor rates statewide.

Many of those who were poor or impoverished in 2005 were work-
ing. Of those living below 100% FPG in the region, 34.5% were
working. Of those living below 200% FPG, 46.0% were working.

Regional poverty rates in 2005 among children and adults were
similar. However, children were more likely to be poor. In the
Nortwest region 42.5% of children and 32.1% of adults were living
below 200% FPG in 2005.

Female-headed households in the Northwest region were more likely
to be poor or impoverished than male-headed households and mar-
ried-couple households. Female-headed households with children
were three times more likely to be poor or impoverished than all
other family households with children.

Poverty Rates: White and Non-white Residents
Northwest Minnesota, 2005
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Unemployment and Jobs

Unemployment Rates

Unemployment rates in the region in August 2007, the most recent rates available

from MN DEED, were comparable to state unemployment rates.

Minnesota 4.2%
Northwest MN 4.4%
Bemidji Area 5.4%
Fergus Falls 5.4%
Moorhead 3.0%

(3) Manufacturing.

The median hourly wage in the second quarter of 2007 was $12.91 per hour, less than
the $16 hourly wage the JobsNOW Coalition estimates is necessary for a single
worker in rural Minnesota to support a family of three. Industries that employ the most
people were (1) Education & Health Services, (2) Trade, transportation & Utilities, and

*For clarity a map of the area analyzed is included on the back side of this document.

Data compiled from 2005 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau, the JobsNOW
Coalition, and Minnesota DEED Local Area Unemployment Statistics and Labor Market Information
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